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Once you hit Form VI, and most particularly 
once entrance examinations are well and truly 
over, you never quite know what QCPS has in 
store for you. So it was this week that the girls 
found themselves as the personal guests of 
Lady Fairhaven on her 2,500 acre estate near 
Newmarket.  

 

The day began with a visit to óFairhaven and 
Woodsô, a world leader in stone masonry and 
sculpture. You can learn more about the com-
pany at   www.fairhavenandwoods.co.uk.  (The 
statue of the Queen Mother in the Mall is a fine 
example of their work). Lady Fairhaven was 
there to meet us with the warmest of greetings, 
refreshments and a tour of the premises.  As a 
very special treat all the girls were given the 
opportunity to try their hands at stone carving, 
under the watchful eye of the experts.  The fact 
they were then invited to keep their protective 
glasses as a souvenir further added to the ex-
citement!  

 

 

 

 

Next stop was Kirtling Tower, the oldest brick 
building in England with Lady Fairhaven lead-
ing the coach to her home!  Not open to the 
public, the girls were given a tour by Lady Fair-
haven, much enlivened by the personal anec-
dotes that only an occupant can give - history 
brought to life.  

 

Thanks to the generous hospitality of our host, 
the girls had a unique opportunity to learn and 
experience things that go far beyond a school 
curriculum.  I suspect that this is an experience 
that will stay with them, and that a piece of 
sculpture or an ancient cathedral will make 
them think back to the craft and artistry they 
saw at Kirtling. Many thanks to Mr Simon 
Beesley, father of Amelia in Reception C, for  
arranging this visit.  
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